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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)

The biblical book of Acts—commonly called the Acts of the Apostles—is one of only three New Testament books that does not end
with the word "Amen." That is because the acts of the apostles did not end in the first century. More apostles would be called and
appointed as the human leaders of the Church of God—against which the gates of hell would never prevail, Jesus said.

We look at the acts of one apostle here. His calling, conversion and commission are the ultimate Christian journey. The truth he
preached and the schools he built are unrivaled for the hundreds of years both before and after him. To appreciate the significance
of this apostle's work, modern viewers must consider two things we may take for granted. One is ready access to the Holy Bible.
The other is religious freedom. At this time in history, the Word of God was not readily available and religious freedom was rare.
Laymen in this part of the world were largely illiterate, and did not have access to read God's Word for themselves. They were
expected to follow the interpretation of Scripture as handed down by the state-sponsored religion.

Eventually that idea was significantly challenged by the advent of the printing press and the activism of Martin Luther. But before
Luther and the Gutenberg Bible, there was the hero of our story, the apostle of the Middle Ages. He published God's Word in the

vernacular, spread that Word as much as the technology of the day allowed, and forced his own brand of reformation for many in
that part of the world.

He was a wealthy merchant in the city of Lyon—the heart of Europe's textile industry at the time—situated in what is now southern
France. He hailed from the district of Walden and was thus known as Waldo.

Our drama began with a glimpse into his later ministry—as depicted in the conversion of this "Lady Fair."

But we now go back to the events leading up to Waldo's calling. Our story begins on the streets of Lyon, where Waldo is enjoying
a grand celebration. In our story, a female troubadour—or more correctly a trobairitz—entertains Waldo and his guests with a
meaningful song about the transience of human life.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)

Waldo was significantly shaken by the sudden death of a close friend. This, together with the song of this trobairitz,
caused him to question his life's direction and his eternal destiny. In his studies, he came to the rather uncommon
conclusion at the time that God's Word was the source of true revelation, and that he must search for life's meaning
in the Scriptures. But this text could only be found in Latin, a language Waldo did not speak.

He used his wealth to finance the work of two scholars, Bernard and Stephen. He hired them to translate the Word
of God into Provencal—the language of the region.




The Word s Not Bound

R.M. Ryan Malone
STEPHEN:
T T - T - @ P I'—P—q|
Translators I I | = ———R— —
I I I | — I | 1
Since the god-less time of Ba-bel’s
| 1} I ] | N I —
$getige . F 3 ¢%:3
Piano | gl |
: = I
1y |
A % o = % o = : %
= = = =
6 BERNARD:
. i o—e o T Tt T . f f —
hall | y 2 | | | Y 2| | |
== H= & = |
tower, All have been di-vi-ded by their speech. Wor-ship has been voiced with great con-
9 1 i i i | ‘
V AW2Y I I I |
Z ' EE
| |
), \ : e D ) : \
Vv %/ = > = % [ % 3 l)[)%. r J Ib_‘ -‘1-]
= = <
10 STEPHEN:
W"—k":m p @ f
. [l | | Y 2 11 | | |
i B e € - — ———

fu -sion,

|

Truth has been di-mi-nished in its reach.

T

I

| |
. | | L &
hadll 1 I | I
A | | 4' ; p a |
|4 é. 1 I o
= = be . ‘ =
v T =
14
s &
D f p~S——— T ]
hadl 1 | Y 2 = | 11 Y 2 |
Z b A & I | | & |
vV = A | | Al 1
land, Mak-ing our com-mu-ni-ties quite small.
l
9 1 I A
g\ b | & oo | o o | g
o ® ® I #
o ~ o

1Y

)

L1y

|
- 3 %’ =
.6.

a el
{ 10
‘
( 18
( 18,

Copyright © 2014




24 BERNARD (top):
STEPHEN (bottom):
17 BERNARD:

div.
e e # .. . - — . = ~
Fo o = LI g s et g b
‘ =
Words take ma-ny forms in ev’xy lan-guage. Yet one Word must be the same for all: The_Word of
o) | [r— A p—
A+ 1 I ] ] P
[ Fan N T | ‘
B SRR B S B
I Z 3 _
: ‘ i — 4
). i < | <
b . R | . . - jeer %
- ps = 3 > ! - o o -®
< ¥ T
21 ~
) — — i — < 7 i ——
- — = = T =]

God is not bound by earth-ly bor- ders,  Norbound by mor-tal walls! The Word of God s not

=S i e

1

= = —

T T | [l |
T T .

L {YAN

q
ey
ofe

TTTe

(YRR AN
i

(Y1

q

75 i
|4 .
E -

— HIIII — I ———
| e | ———— —

bound to priest-ly or- ders, Nor bound to cloi-stered halls!  The Word of God must be found in ev’rycor- ner, Re-

| PR
v === i i e ————
%s%%ﬁ%i §§3¥ 3 &i %ﬁ?%

. | A | A | [\ | A N
. 0 c o | ) | A | N | 1y )]
hall el T 7 T T
25 —Ft R A oo o |ie .
= - 5 = < 3 o s fe =R »
29 . div. . ;
_ unison ~ — = unison div.
IP’:’:’Q—P—|—'_‘—'—H- N < > o ! o] L% i o 1
— | VA ] 1 | | |
nowned and read by all So__ ev’ ry man can_un-der-stand When God our Fa-ther calls!

N>

|
I

J

.
)
DY
)
™

£1:1 o5 2 3
: ; ﬁ

N

el
%

8l
*—L—&jjr
=
| &

o8l

Ll

pi

Y
b1l
v
ollh
i

?!
q
(I



33
. BERNARD: o . - o o — —
L - L>7 %
Z b PN VA 1T | | | 14 | L | — L | | VA | | |
2 € ’ 1 " " | 1 I 1 I ]
Five words of un - der-stand -ing can make the Scrip-tures plain, But ten
0 | — ‘
P’ A | A\ | | 1 | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
5 i - o oo oo R oo s s o
' % r rJ 4 4 > > 4
— - \
PR — = -
v = b * = iy —
= % = i = z
< bj‘.
36
STEPHEN: BERNARD:
q. > > o P ]
. | | | 11 | | | > I J |
b | | ] — . —= [ — . ! I 1 D |
T 4
thou - sand in an un - known tongue  will make the Scrip - ture vain. The

b=+ e e e e e s ==
!) b—- p’ T L ' T ‘ b—- Ve T w T - L w
i - - - - - - -
9., D % :
75 q -
- > k= . =
b = £
38 STEPHEN: ] BERNARD: 3 BOTH:
D . I | v
%ﬁ 1 %ql % I A — " —a wi— i 11"
e %P%—w
my - st’ry has been hid-den So line by line we strain, So pre-cept up-on pre-cept The
|
#=FC=F:=F:=F —
[ a0 W™ | | o g | o & | o & | @ 1 1| 1 1 1 I Dﬁ
\QJ)’ —— e —— {6 — g g 7o | oo | | o | | | |l be . .
L d L d L d L be® - i »° b - i ke
. -
hall |
Z b | | | )]
v 0] 1 . é.
= = = & % =
“ b ! i
41
-
D 1 Y
hll N1 | | | "4 | 7
75 i i ] — Y
an-swers of the a-ges at last can be at-tained!_____ The__Word of God s not
0 | | | | | | |

Y
Ll

N




bound by earthly bor- ders, Norbound by mor-tal walls!

The Word of God

1s notbound to priest-ly or-ders, Nor

Y A

| N —]|
: o | N :
/" ee . * e o | -
' - <3 o o @ —
-
49 d <2 4 2
~
IF‘QQ | = o | — T2 o
A b % % % % I. 7 | | H f % % J i L% % % |- | I
= —_— 7
bound to cloi- stered halls! The_ Word of God must  be found in  ev’-ry cor- ner,
f) | | | | |
P’ A I I I ! — — I I ﬁ
(GE S R . . - _
g—gj_k ti = = = = iL %ﬂ:
N

v

Wil

nowned and read by all So__ ev’-ry man can_ un-der- stand When
0H | | _—— =—m— ===
= | e 1 o e s ]

ﬁ —G @ ﬁ % % - o -
»

e \ = — )
) e e 7 b - .

fo- < 17 7 3 be & - =

55 . - —

E - & & -
o) o i - i
2= —] | |

God our

Fa-ther calls!

L YAl

|
1 |
|

%ﬁ :»ﬂ e

d Y

WERL

LB L Y

V]b-dl-

ol
e

QL

i
D1



58  STEPHEN: BERNARD: .
. » P . r P i N o Py ;'—F-
)t — — ——— !
| —— T T | | — [ 1
Soon a god-ly light will fill the Earth; All will be u - ni-ted in their
9 | i % | X i —

&

SN

oL
CRe!

&

SN

61 STEPHEN
el .- _® ® e P} o o P P ——
L G ¥ — ] —— E———— H ] £ ¥ i
75— — = — ——]
speech. Wor-ship will be voiced in one pure lan - guage;

j§>kb
P
|
YL
il
sl
|

Mjr
SN
N
[ YEEN

== p-o - = =
=i b v T
rit.. . _ . ) a tempo
64 ) div.
BOTH: e o =
4 - T T T — Il T T | — E— 1 |
| =—— | e ——— I | I 1 Il |

Plain will be the truth from those who preach.
rit. _ . . atempo

|
| N |

0

L 0L 1

(A
o
ﬂ—l—hj;r
®LH

g

(SPOKEN NARRATOR)

At this time, a finished and bound copy of a work this size was worth the price of a landed estate.

This translation Waldo commissioned cost him a great deal, but after poring over the unwieldy volumes,
he knew he had made the greatest investment of his life. He was particularly struck by the account of
Christ's admonition to the rich young man to sell all he had and give to the poor. Waldo felt this was
directed at him, since wealth had been his god and he had grown rich largely at the expense of others.
He realized he must give up this idol and use what remained to finance the spreading of God's Word.
His acceptance of poverty stood as a condemnation of a religion that had grown rich and increased
with goods and corrupt by material gain.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
Though he shed much of his wealth, he did not forsake the practical common sense and business savvy that had
made him so successful. He combined those skills with his zeal to spread God's Word.

He held Bible meetings in his home which attracted more and more people until the meetings spilled into the street.

People were attracted to truth so long denied them by the established religion of the day.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
Waldo and his followers—called at the time the "Poor Men of Lyon"—used their trade as weavers or "textors" to spread
the message. In fact, the word "text" developed from this group in the textile industry, spreading the written word.

The religious authorities of Lyon soon caught wind of what Waldo and his followers were doing. They believed the
unauthorized evangelism of Waldo and his followers had to be savagely suppressed.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)

Not long after, Waldo was called to answer to the highest religious authority of the land. Waldo did not intend to argue specific
points of doctrine—only that the common people needed the Bible in a language they could read for themselves. He went
in faith, knowing God would inspire him with the words to say, as Christ had promised.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
Shortly thereafter, a decree was enacted that denied Waldo and his followers the right to preach as they had been.

Waldo knew he was commissioned by Christ to distribute the Word as widely as God would allow—and that no true
Christian would forbid them from preaching. Eventually the religious leaders in Lyon forced out Waldo and his followers.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
In this next phase of Waldo's apostleship, the Work grew rapidly—this time in the valleys of what is now northern lItaly.
Waldo's followers were also known as Waldenses or Vaudois—literally, "people of the valleys."

There, schools were established to train qualified laborers—from what we would term college level on down into elementary
schools. Three small stone buildings provided classrooms—Ilocated near the town of La Torre in the valley of Lucerna.

This region, which literally translates to "valley of light" became the new headquarters of the Work, and the growing

Church of God.

At the College, articles and small booklets were written and multiple copies were produced. These writings, plus Bibles
themselves, had to be laboriously copied by hand, keeping many busy in the schools. As they copied these texts, they
were also required to memorize large portions of Scripture—given the scarcity of Bibles and imminent danger to
anyone found carrying a Bible.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
During this time, the schools bore fruit. Waldo sent messengers out in pairs, as Christ had commanded the

original 12 apostles. To conceal their identities and prevent unnecessary persecution, they were called "barbes,"
or uncles. God's Word was proclaimed in power. Waldenses began to be found almost everywhere in Western Europe.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
In our story, we are reacquainted now with the "Lady Fair" whose conversion would have happened around this time. While
present at the school, she relates news of the outside world, of persecution that would soon close in on those branded "heretics."

It was at this time that Peter Il, king of the northeastern part of what is now Spain decreed that any Waldenses found should be
burned for their heresies.

But the true believers found great comfort in the Word of God—that the fiery trials they faced—even if comprised of physical
fire—were nothing compared to the brilliant glory they would inherit.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)

In the early 13th century A.D., significant persecution was setting in. A decree made in 1215 forbade the reading of the Bible in the
vernacular and virtually closed the door on the evangelistic Work of God's Church at this time. But according to Christ's promise,
the Church itself would not die. It would merely have to go underground until God would open giant doors for His Work again.
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(SPOKEN NARRATOR)
Waldo's long, rich life was coming to an end. He would spend his later years preaching in Germany and Bohemia, barely
escaping capture in Strasbourg in 1211, and dying in Bohemia by 1217 a.d.

The Latin phrase on the Waldensian logo — Lux Lucet in Tenebris — means the light shines in the darkness. And in these
dark ages, the acts of Waldo the apostle, and the Work of his followers, was a bright light while it lasted.

The impact of this era of God's Work was still being felt centuries later. One remarkable example is this: Few scholars in the
Middle Ages had ability to read or translate from the original Hebrew or Greek. So they used the Waldensian version as their
main source! When the printing press finally was invented, one of the first German Bibles printed was largely derived directly
from the Waldensian version. Later, Baptists and Mennonites preferred this version to the Lutheran version for a century.
Clearly the impulse to spread the Word of God did not originate with the reformation of the 16th century, but with the Work of
Peter Waldo.

Though the Church for centuries would not have the same open doors to preach—or the same fire as it did under Peter Waldo—
Christ promised those who held fast that He would give them "the morning star"—His own ability to enlighten the world. This is
because they were, in their time, a "morning star"—a 'light-bringer' which shone brightly before dawn on a world yet dark.
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